Vagoglossopharyngeal neuralgia revealed through predominant digestive vagal manifestations. Case report and literature review.
Vagoglossopharyngeal neuralgia is a rare pathology whose atypical forms, dominated by syncopal manifestations, are still rarer. Although the territory of the vagus nerve involves, beyond the cardiovascular system, the respiratory and the digestive systems, there is no report in literature of atypical forms other than syncopal. Therefore, the authors were prompted to report the case of a patient whose vagoglossopharyngeal neuralgia was predominantly revealed by digestive symptoms. A 58-year-old patient presented with stereotypical severe digestive disturbances including nausea, vomiting and diarrhoea. High definition cranial MRI showed a neurovascular conflict between the posterior inferior cerebellar artery and the IXth and Xth nerves, on the right side. A microsurgical decompression was carried out which confirmed the vascular compression and successful transposition of the artery. One year after the surgery, the patient was free from all painful and digestive symptoms. A survey of the literature did not find any reference to digestive symptoms together with the neuralgia; only a syncopal type of cardiac symptoms related to the parasympathetic nervous system were described. The hypothesis was that the revealing digestive symptoms are linked to a similar parasympathetic mechanism, implying the visceral component of the Xth cranial nerve.